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Dana America's
First Managing
Editor When on
"Jhe Tribune"

i Isaac W.. England
First One on The
Sun" Amos Jay
Cummings's Car-
eer in Journalim

This is the twelfth of a series of
articles narrating the history of
THE SUN, and giving a vital, inti-
mate view of metropolitan life and
journalism during more than eighty
eventful years. The Srst article
told of the founding of the paper by
Benjamin H. Day in September,
iSjj, and of its rapid rise to suc-
cess. Succeeding articles told of
the paper's continued prosperity
and of changes in ownership, in-
cluding its purchase by Charles A.
Dana, and then sketched Mr. Dana's
career and began to describe his
journalistic methods.

By FRANK M. O'BRIEN.
Managing editor did not come ln(o

favor In American newspaper offices
until the second halt of the last cen-
tury. As late as 1872 Frederic Hud-
son, in his "History of Journalism in
the United States,", grumbled at the
intrusion of a new functionary upon
the field:

If a Journal has an editor and editor
In chief. It Is fair to assume that he is
also Its managing editor.

That historian had not been recon-
ciled to the fact that between the edi-

tor of a newspaper the director of
its policies and' opinions and general
style and tone and the sub-edito-

to whose various desks comes the
flood of news there must be some one
who will act as a link, lightening the
labors of the editor and shouldering
the responsibilities of the desk men.
He, may never write an editorial ar-
ticle: may never turn out a sheet of
news copy or put a head on. an Item:
mar never make up a page or arrange
an assignment list but he must know
low to do every one of these things
and a great deal more.

. A managing editor Is really the
newspaper's manager of Its employees
In the news field. He is an editor
to the extent that he edits men. He
may appear to spend most of his time
and Judgment on the acceptance or
rejection of news matter, the giving
of decisions as to the length or char-
acter of an article, Its position in the
paper, and, more broadly, the general
makeup of the next day's product;
but a man might be able to perform
all theso professional functions wisely
and yet be impossible as a managing
editor through his inability to handle
newspaper men.

The Tribune was the first New
Vork paper to have a managing edi-

tor He was Dana. Serene, tactful.
and a man of the world, he was able
by Judicious handling to keep for the
Tribune the services of men like War-te- n

and Pike, who might have been
repelled by the sometimes Irritable
Greeley. The title came from the
London Timet, where it had been
used for years, perhaps borrowed
from the directeur gerant of the
French newspapers.

The Snu'a First Manatin Editor.
The Sun had no managing editor

until Dana bought It, Beach having
preferred to direct personally nil mat-
ters above the ken of the city editor.
The Sun's first managing editor was
Isaac W. England, whom Dana had
known and liked when both were on
the Tribune. England was of Welsh
blood and English birth, having been
born in Twerton, a suburb of Bath,
in 1833. He worked at the bookbind-
ing trade until he was 17? and then
came to the United States and mude
his living at bookbinding and print-
ing. He used to tell his Sun asso-
ciates of his triumphal return to Eng-
land, when he was 20, for a short
visit, which he spent In the shop of
his apprenticeship, showing "dils old
master how much better the Yankees
were at embossing and lettering.

England returned to America in the
steerage and saw the brutal treatment
of Immigrants. This he described in
several articles and sold them to the
Tribune. Greel6y gave him a Job pull-
ing a hand press at $10 a week, but
later made him a reporter. He was
rlfy editor of the Tribune until after
the civil war. and then he went with
his friend Dana to Chicago for the
short and profitless experience with
the Chicago Jlepubllcan. In the period
between Dana's retirement from the
Republican and his purchase of Tub
Sun England was manager of the
Jersey City Times'.

Camming and Ills Picturesque
Career.

England was managing editor of
Tub Sun only a year, then becoming
its publisher a position for which he
was well fitted. ' An example of his
business ability was given In 1877,
when Frank Leslie went Into bank-
ruptcy, England was made assignee,
and he hundleJ the affairs of the Les-
lie concern to well that Its debts were
paid off In three years. This was only
a sldo Job for England, who continued
all the time to manage the business
matteix of Tub Hun. When he died,
In 18sr., Dana wrote that lie had "lost
the friend of almost u lifetime, a man
of iincoiirpuerahle Integrity, true unil
faithful in all things."

Tbe aecou'd managing editor of Tub
that great newspaper man

Amos Jay Cummin, He waa born

1

J1M FISKE , WHO MAD TO
MORNING BEFORE BREAKFAST, IN THE UNIFORM
OF A COLONEL IN THE NATIONAL GUARD.

to newspaper work If any man ever
was. His father, who was a Congre-
gational minister a fact which could
not be surmised by listening to Amos
In one of his explosive moods was
the editor of the Christian Palladium
and Slctscnuer. This staid publication
was printed on the first floor of the
Cummlngs home at Irvington, X. J.
Entrance to the composing room was
forbidden the son, but with tears and
tobacco he bribed the printer, one Syl-

vester Bailey, who set up the Rev. Mr.
Cummlngs' articles, to let him In
through a window. .

The trade once learned, young Amos
left homo and wandered from State
to State, making a living at the cae.
In 18S6, when he was only 14, he was
attracted by the glamour that sur-
rounded William Walker, the famous
filibuster, and Joined the forces of that
daring young adventurer, who then
had control of Nicaragua. The boy
was one of a strange horde
of fortune, which' included British sol-

diers who had been at Sebastopol,
Italians who had followed Garibaldi
and Hungarians in whom Kossuth had
aroused the martial flame.

Like many of the others In Walker's
army Cummlngs believed that the
Tennessean was a, second Napoleon,
with Central America, perhaps South
America, for his empire. But when
this Napoleon came to his Elba by his
surrender to Commander Davis of the
United States Navy In the spring of
1857 Cummlngs decided that there was
no marshal's baton in his own ragged
knapsack and went back to be a wan-
dering printer.

Cummlngs was- - setting type In the
Tribune office when the civil war be-
gan. He hurried out and enlisted as a
private In the Twenty-sixt- h New Jer-
sey Volunteer Infantry. He fought at
Antletam, Chancellorsvllle and Fred-
ericksburg. At Marye's Hill. In the
battle of Fredericksburg, his regiment
was supporting a battery against a
Confederate charge. Their lines were
broken and they fell back from the
guns. Cummlngs took the regimental
flag from the hands of the color ser-
geant and ran alone, under the
enemy's fire, back to the guns. The
Jerseymen rallied, the guns were re-

covered and Cummlngs got the Medal
of Honor from Congress. He left the
service as sergeant-majo- r of the regi-
ment and presently appeared in
Greeley's office, a seedy figure enfolded
In an army overcoat.

Camming; and the Tribune' Oflce,

"Mr. Greeley," said Amos, "I've. Just
got to have work."

"Oh, Indeed!" creaked Horace. "And
why have you got to have work?"

Cummlngs said nothing, but turned
his back on the great editor, lifted his
conttalls and showed the sad If not
chocking state of his breeches. He got
work. In 1863. when the Tribune;
office was threatened by the rioters,
Amos helped to barricade the compos-
ing room nnd save It from the. mob.

Cummlngs served as editor' of the
Weekly Tribune and as a political
writer for the daily. This Is the way
he came to quit the Tribune:

John Russell Young, the third man-
aging editor of the Tribune, got the
habit of Issuing numbered ordcre. Two
of these orders reached Cummings's
desk, as follows;

Order No. 75 There Is too much pro-
fanity in this office.

Order No. 757 Hereafter the political
reporter must have his copy In at 10:30
r. m.

Cummlngs turned to his desk and
wrote:

Order No.- - 12J456A Everybody knows
well that I et most of the po-

litical news out of the Albany Journal,
and everybody knows well
that the Journal doesn't get here until
11 o'clock at night, and anybody who
knows anything knows
well that asking me to get my stuff up
at half past 10 is like asking a man
to sit on a window sill and dance on the
root at the same time, Cumminos.

The result of this multiplicity of
numbered orders was that shortly af-

terward Cummlngs presented himself
to the editor of Tun Sun.

"Why are you leaving the Tribunet"
asked Mr. Dana.

"They sayj" replied Amos, "that I
sweur too much!"

'Just the man for me! " replied Dana,
according to the version which Cum-
mlngs used to tell.

At any rate,, Am went on Tub Sun
aa managing editor, and- - he continued
to swear. Tt ccnpoiltora uow in

HAVE HIS StrV EVERY

Tub Sun office who remember htm at
all' remember him largely for that.

The union once set apart a day for
contributions to the printers' home
fund and each compositor was to con-

tribute the fruits of u thousand ems
of composition. Cummlngs, who was
proud of being a union printer, left his
managing editor's desk and went to
the composing room.

"Ah, Mr. Cummlngs," said Abe Mas-
ters, the foreman, "I'll give you some
of your own copy to set."

"To hell with my own ropy I" said
Cummlngs, who knew his handwriting
faults., "Give me some reprint."

Green reporters got a taste of the
Cummlngs profanity. One of them put
a French phrase in a story. Cum-
mlngs asked him what it meant, and
the youth told him.

"Then why the hell didn't you write
It that way?" yelled Cummlngs. "This
paper is for 'people'who read' English !'

. In those days murderers were, exe-
cuted in the old Tombs prison In Centre--

street. Cwnmtnguj who was full of
enterprise, sought a way to get quickly
the fall of the drop. The telephone
had not been perfected, but there was
a shot tower north of The Sun's office
and east of the Tombs. Cummlngs
sent one man to the Tombs with in-

structions to wave a flag upon the In-

stant of the execution. Another man.
stationed at the top of the shot tower,
had another flag with which he was
to make a sign to Cummlngs on the
roof of The Sun building as soon as
he saw the flag move at the prison.

The reporter at the Tombs arranged
with a keeper to notify him Just be-

fore the execution, but the keeper was
sent on an errand and presently Cum-
mlngs, standing nervously on the roof
of The Sun building, heard the news-
boys crying the extras of a rival sheet.
The plan had fallen through. No
blanks could adequately represent the
Cummlngs temper upon that occasion.

Cummlngs was probably the best all
round news man of his day. ' He had
the executive ability and the knowl-
edge of men that make a good manag-
ing editor. He knew what Dana knew

that the newspapers had yet to
touch public sympathy and imagina-
tion In the news columns as well as
In editorial articles; and he knew how
to do it, how to coach men to do It,
how to cram the moving picture of a
living city Into the four puges of The
Sun. He advised desk men, compli-
mented or corrected reporters, edited
local articles, and when a story ap-
pealed to him strongly he went out
and' got it and wrote It himself.

CusnHlnKs a Great Iteporter.
In such brief biographies of Cum-

mlngs aa have been printed you will
find .that he is best remembered In the
outer world as a managing editor, or
as the editor of The Evening Sun, or
as a Representative In Congress fight-
ing for the rights of civil war vet-
erans, printers' unions and letter car-
riers; but among the oldest generation
of newspaper men he Is revered as a
great reporter. He was the first real
human Interest reporter. IHe'knew the
news value of the steer loose In the
streets, the lost child in the police sta-
tion, the Italian murder that was
really a caso of vendetta. The Sun
men of his time followed his lead, and
a few of themr'llke Julian Ralph, out-
did him, but he was the pioneer; and
a thousand Sun men xince then have
Kept, or tried to keep, on the Cum-
mlngs trail.

It was Cummlngs who sent men to
cover the police stations at night and
mode It possible for The Sun to beat
tffe news association on the trivial
items which were the delight of the
reader, und which helped, among
other things, to shoot the paper's dally
circulation to 100,000 In the third year
of the Dana ownership,

The years' when Cummlngs was
managing editor of The Sun were
years stuffed with news. Even u news-
paper man without Imagination would
have found plenty of happenings at
hand. The Franco-Prussia- n war, tlio
gold conspiracy that ended In Black
Friday (September 24, 1869), the
Orange riot (July 12, 1S71), the great
Chicago fire, the killing of Fisk by
Stokes, Tweedlsm what more could
a newspaper wish In so brief n period?
And, of course, always there were
murders. There were so many mys-
terious murders In The Sun that a
susplcjous person might have har-
bored the thought that Cummlngs
went out after his day' wot was
don and committed them faVrt's
Ake. .

tfUMMlNGS. CONGRESSMAN A

PROGRAM OF UNVEILING PRINTERS'
MONUMENT, NQPE CEMETERY, WW

SPOKESMAN. LEON H. ROUSE. DENT OP
TOPOGRAPH PRIVATE

SCRAPBOOK.

When men und women stopped
killing Cummlngs would turn to poli-
tics. Tweed was the great man then;
under suspicion oven before 1570, but
a man, among his
own. Tin: Sun printed pages about
Tweed and his and the great
balls of the Amcricus Club, their po
Utlco-socl- organization. It described
the Jewels worn by the leaders of
Tammany Hall, Including the
club badge the head of a tiger with
eyes of ruby nnd three large diamonds
shining above

Jim Flak, Una TiTeed and "The

Kvdrybody who wanted the political
news read The Sun. As Jim Fisk re-

marked one evening as he stood
with Jay Gould In the lobby

of the Grand Opera House proud of
his notoriety In connection with tho
Erie Jobbery, proud of the

he enjoyed from tfhe that
ho two houses In the same
block In West street,
bousing his wife In ono and Josle
Ma np Held In the proud of his
guilty In Tweedlsm:

The Sun's a paper. I can never
wait for daylight for a copy, I have
my man down there with a horse every
morning, nnd Just as soon as ho gets a
Sun hot from the preen he Jumps on the
back of that horse and puts for me us If
all bell was after him,

(ould's the same way; ho has to nee
It before daylight too. My man bus to

him up a copy. You always (fct the
news ahead of everybody else. Why,
the first news I got that Gould nnd me
were In the Club
we got from The Sun. I'm damned If
I'd believe It at first, and says,

Is this Blossom Club?" Just then
came In. I asked Sweeny if It

was true, and Sweeny said yeH, that
Tweed was tho man that done It all.

It was In Tin: Sun, straight's a
die.

The Sun reporter who chronicled
this it may have been t'limmings
himself had gone to ask Klsk
whether he and his friends had hired
a thug to blackjack the respectuble
Mr. 11. Katnn, a foe of the
Krie outfit; but he took down and
printed FIhIi's tribute to The Sun's
tnterprlse. As there was scarcely a
morning In those days when The Sun
did not turn up some new trick played
by tho Tweed gang and the Krlo group

anxiety to get an early copy was
natural.

Tweed and Ills philanthropic pre-
tences did not deceive The Sun, On
February 21, 1R70 a year and a half
before the exposure which rent the
boss to prison The Sun printed an
editorial article that
Tweed was to surrender Jiii
ownership of the city upon the fol
lowing terms:

Ah)

ft

To ghe up all Interest In the Court
House swindle.

To receive no more revenue from the
department "f survey and Inspection of
buildings; and he hopes the people of
New Vork will remember his generosity
In giving up this place, as his
hare amounts to over ono hundred thou- -

sand dollais a year.
Tweed was liked by many New

Yorkers, particularly those who knew
him only by his lavish chnrltles. One
of these wrote the following letter.
which The Sun printed on December
7. 1S70, under the heading, ''A Monu-
ment to Boss Tweed the Money Paid
In":

Knclnsed please tlml ten cents as a
contribution to erect a statue tu William
M. Tweed on Tweed I'laz.i. I have no
doubt that fifty thousand to seventy-fiv- e

thousand of bis will contribute.
Yours, &c.

Seventeenth
On December l'i TiE Sun said edi-

torially: 1

Has Uoss Tweed any friends? If he
has, they are a mean set. It Is now
more than a week since an appeal was
made to them to come forward and put
up the ancillary qualities to erect a
statue of Mr. Tweed In the centre of
Tweed Plaza; but as yet only four

have mm In their subscriptions.
These were not large, but they were paid
in cash, nnd there Is reason for the be-

lief that they were the tokens of
admiration for Mr. Tweed. Hut the
hundreds, or, rather, thousands, of small
potato politicians whom he has made
rich and powerful stand aloof and do
not offer a picayune.

We propose that the statue shall be
executed by Capt. Albertus do Groot,
who made the celebrated Vanderbllt
bronzes, but we have not yet decided
whether It hall the favorite
non of New York afoot or ahorseback.
In fact, we rather Incline to have a nau-
tical statue, exhibiting Boss Tweed as a
bold mailner, amid the wild fury of a
hurricane, splicing the main brace In tho
forptirtlfrflll.'tnt fllttrtrk .hrrmrlu nf lila
Ktn.im Vllfllt ltlff 4l,ll la n r,,-j- fn !

future consideration. The llrtt thing Is
to get the money and If those who claim
to be Mr. Tweed's friends don't raise It
we hhall begin to believe the rumor that
tho Hon. P. Drains Sweeny has turned
against him and has forbidden every
one to give anything toward the erection
of the projected statue.

Ten days later The Sun carried on
the page a long news story
headed "Our Statue of Boss Tweed
the Readers of The Sun Going to
Work lu Dead Karnest The Sun's
Advice Followed. Ha! Ha ! Organiza-
tion of the Tweed Testimonial Associa-
tion of the City of Now York A
Bronze Statue Worth Twenty-flv- o

Thousand Dollars to Be Krccted."
Sure enough, the. ward politicians

had taken the seriously. Police
Justice Edward Jl. Shandley, Tim
Campbell, Coron" Patrick Keenan,
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THE HON. WILLIAM U.(BOS?) TWEED WHILE IN
THE HEYOAy OF HIS POWER

Police Commissioner Smith and a
dozen other faithful Tammany men
were on the list of trustees. They de
cided upon the space then known as
Tweed Plaza, at the Junction of East
Broadway and New Canal artd Rutgers
streets, as the site for the monument.

The Sun ndded to the Joke by print-
ing more letters from contributors.
One. from Patrick Maloy, "champion

brought 10 cents and the
suggestion that the statue should be
Inscribed 'with the amount of money
that Twe;d hnd made out of the city.
This sort" of thing went on Into the--

new year. The Sun aggravating the ,

movement with grave editorial advice.
!

Tweed Declines the Monument.
'

At last the jest became more than
Tweed could bear, nnd from his desk
In tho Senate Chamber at Albany, on
March 13, 1871, he sent the following
letter to Judge Shandley, tho chairman
of the statue committee:
Mr dear Km:

I learn that a movement to erect a
statue to me In the city of New York Is
being seriously pushed by a committee
of citizens of which you sre chairman.

t was aware that a newspaper of our
city hail brought forward the proposi-
tion, but I considered It one of the Jocose
sensations for which that Journal li so
famous. Since I left the city to engage
In legislation the proposition appears to
have been taken up by my friends, no
doubt In resentment at the supposed un-
friendly motive of the original proposi-
tion and the manner In which It had
been urged.

The only effect of the proposed statue
Is to present me to the public as assent-tn- c

tn th nar.ifl. of a ntilil!, nnil per
manent testimonial to vanity and self- - j

glorification which do not exist. You
will thus perceive that the movement,
which originated In a Joke but which
you have made serious, Is doing me an
Injustice and an Injury; and I bes of
you to see to It that it Is at once stopped.

I hardly know which Is the more ab-
surd the original proposition or the
grave comments of others, based upon
the Idea that I have given the movement
countenance. 1 have been about as much
abused as any man in public life; I can
stand abuse and bear even more than
my share; but I have never yet been
charged with being deficient In common
sense. Yours very truly

Wm. M. Tweed.
This letter appeared In The Sun

thf next day under the facetious head-
ing: "A Great Man's Modesty The
Most Remarkable Letter Ever Writ-
ten by the Noble Benefactor of the
People." Editorial regret was ex-
pressed at Tweed's declination; and,
still in' solemn mockery, The Sun
grieved over tho return to the sub-
scribers of thf several thousand dol-

lars that had been sent to Sbandley's
committee. William J. Florence, the
comedian, hod put himself down for
1500.

Was It utterly absurd that the
Tweed Idolaters should have taken
seriously The Sun's little Joke? No,
for so serious a writer as Gustavus
Myers wrote In his "History of Tam-
many Hall" ( t901 ) that "one of the
signers of the circular has assured
tho author that It was a serious pro-
posal. The attitude of The Sun con-
firms this." And another grnve literary
man, Dr. Henry van Dyke, set this
l'owii In his "Essays In Application"
(1908):

William M. Tweed of New York, who
reigned over the city for seven years,
stole six million dollars or more for him-
self and six million dollars or more for
his followers; was Indorsed at the
height of his corruption by six of the
richest citizens of the metropolis : had
a public statue offered to him by The
New York Sun as a "noblo benefactor
of the city," &c

Of course Mr. Myers and Dr. van
Dyke had never rend the statue arti-
cles from beginning to end, else they
would not have stumbled over the
brick that even Tweed, with all his
conceit, was able to perceive,

Thr Downfall of the Tweed Illng.
In July, 1871, when the New York

Time was fortunate enough to have
put In its hands the proof of what
everybody already suspected that
Senator Tweed, Comptroller Connolly,
Park Commissioner Sweeny nnd their
associates were plundering the city
The Sun was busy with Its own pet
news and political articles, the Investi-
gation of the Orange riots and the
extravagance nnd nepotism of Presl-de- nt

Grant's administration.
The Sun did not like the Timet,

which had been directed, since the
death of Henry J. Raymond in 1869,
by Raymond's partner, George Jones,
and Raymond's chief editorial writer,

"X"
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louls J. Jennings, but The Sun liked
the Tweed gang still less. It had been
pounding at It for two years, using
the head lines "Boss Tweed's Legisla-
ture," or "Mr. Sweeny's Legislature."
every day of the sessions at the State
Capitol, but neither The Sun nor any
other newspaper had been able to ob-

tain the figures that proved the rob-
bery until the county bookkeeper,
Matthew J. O'Rourke, dug them out
nnd took them to the Tlmps.

The books showed that the city had
been gouged put of five million dollars
n one h(,m Jn- - the price paid In

l" " l" V VIngersoll & Co., for furniture and
carpets for tho county court house.
Enough carpets had been bought or
at least nald for to cover the rlcht
af rcs of f lty jiuh tar three layers
deep. And that live million dollars
was not one-tent- h of the loot.

In September. 1871, ufter the mass
meeting of citizens in Cooper' Union,
The Sun began printing the revela-
tions of Tweedlsm under the standing
head, "The Doom of the Ring."

Tweed engaged ns counsel among
others William O. Bartlett, who was
r.ot only counsel for The Sun, but
next to Mr. Dana the paper's leadlnp
editorial writer at that time. The boss
may have fancied that in retaining
Bartlett he retained The Sun, but It
Is more likely that he sought Bartlett's
services because of that lawyer's
reputation as an aggressive ana aoie
t'uuninjr, it i wecfi nau any cieiu- -
slons about Influencing The Sun they
were qulqkly dispelled. On Septem-
ber 18 In nn editorial article probably
written by Dana The Sun said:

While Mr. Bartlett. In his able argu-
ment before Judge Barnard on Friday,
vindicated Mr, Tweed from certain al-

legations eet forth in the complaint of
Mr. Foley, he by no mean relieved him
from all complicity In the enormous
frauds and robberies that have been
committed in the government of this
city. With all his ability, that is some-
thing beyond Mr. Bartlett's power; and
It Is vain to hope that either of the
leaders of the Tammany Ring can ever
regain the confidence of the public, or
for any length of time exercise the au-
thority of political office. They must all
go. Sweeny, Tweed and Hall, as well as
Connolly.

Mr. Tweed must not Imagine that he
can buy his way out of the present com-
plication with money, as he did In 18"a.
The next Legislature will be made up of
different material from the Republicans
he purchased, and the people will ex-

ercise a sterner supervision over Its acts.

A good picture of Tweed's popular -
Ity, which ho stilt retained among Ills
own people. was drawn In nn editorial
article in The Sun of Octolier 30, 1871,
three days after the boss had been nr.
rested and released in a million dol-
lars ball:

In the Fourth district Willlnm M.
Tweed Is sure to bo reelected I to the
State Senate, The Republican factions,
after a great deal of quarrelling, have
concentrated on O'Douovan Rossa, a
well known Fenian, but his chance is
nothing. Even ir It had been possible
by beginning In season to defeat Tweed,
It cannot be done with only a week's
time.

Besides, his power there Is nbsolute.
The district comprises the most Igno-
rant and most vicious portion of the city.
It iv full of low grog shops, houw.s of 111

fame, low gambling houses, nnd sailor
boarding houses, whose krepeiw enjoy
protection and immunity, for which they
pay by the niosf' efficient electioneering
services. Moreover, the district Is full
of sinecures paid from the city treasury.
If, Instead of having stolon millions, Mr.
Tweed were accused of a dozen minders,
or If, Instead of being in human form,
he wore the semblance of a bull or a
bear, the voters of the Fourth district
would march to the polls and vote for
him just as jealously as they will do
now, Hiid the Inspectors of election
would furnish for him by fraudulent
counting any majority that mlRht be
thought necchsary in addition to the
votes really flven.

Tweed was reelected to the State
Senate by U',000 plurality.

The great robber-bos- s was a source
of news from his rise in tin late '60s
to his denth In 1S7S, As early ns March,
1870, The Sun gavp Its renders an In-

timate Idea of Tweed's private extrav-
agances under the heading' "Bill
Tweed's Hlg atic Ex.
travaganre Versus That of the White
House Grant's Billiard Saloon, Calig-
ula's Stable and Leonard Jerome's
Private Theatre Eclipsed Martin Van
Duren's Gobi Spoons Nowhere Bel-

mont's Four-ln-Han- d Overshadowed
a Picture for Rural Democrats,"

Beneath this head was a column
story begltvng:

The HoittWllllam M. Twesd resides at

Exposure of the
Tweed Ring, the
Boss's Charities
and Extrava-
gances and the
Famous Monu-
ment Joke The

Birth of "The
Sunday Sun"

41 West Thirty-elxt- h street. The Ron.
William M. Tweed's horses reslds la
East Fortieth street between Madison
and Park avenues.

That was The Sun's characteristic
way of starting a story.

Tweed was in a way responsible fnr
the appearance of a Sun more than
four pages In size. Up to December,
1875, there waa no Issue of The Sex
on Sundays. In November of that ytar
it waa announced that beginning on
December 5 there would be a Sundat
Sun, to be sold at three cents, one nt
more than the weekday price, but
nothing wan said or thought of an In-

crease in size.
On Saturday, December 4, Tned,

with the connivance of his keepers,
escaped from his house in Madison
avenue. This made a four column
story on which Mr. Dana had not
counted. Also the advertisers had
taken advantage of tho new Sunday
issue and there were more than two
pages of advertisements. There wai
nothing for It but to make an eight
page paper, for which Dana, who thru
believed that all the news could ba
told in a folio, apologized as follows:

We confess ourselves surprised at t!u
extraordinary pressure of advertl.emtnti
upon our pages this morning ; and di-
sappointed In being compelled to present
The Sun to our readers In a different
form from that to which they are ac-

customed. We trust, however, that they
will find It no less Intereatinc than
usual: and, still more, that they will fel
that although the appearance may h
somewhat different, it Is yet the aire
friendly and faithful Sun.

But the Sunday Issue of The Sr
never went back to four paees, for
the eight page paper had been mads
so attractive with special stories re-

print and short fiction, that lwjih

readers and advertisers were pleasd.
It was ten years, however, before ths
weekday Sun increased its size. Even
during the Beccher trial (January,
1875). when The Sun's reporter,
Franklin Fylcs. found himself unsbls
to condense the day's proceedings
within a page of seven columns, Tin
Sun still gave all the rest of the day's
news.

The Great American Candeniet.
Cummings's right hand man In th4

newa department of The Sun was Dr.
lohn B. Wood, the Great American
ondenrer. All the city copy passed

through his hands. Ho was then near-n- g

50, a white haired man who wor
two pairs of glasses with thick Iens,
the&e crowned with a green shade. Hs
had been a printer on several pa peri
and a desk man on tho Tribune,
whence Dana brought him to Tub
Sun. Wood's sense of the value of
words was so acute that lie could
determine, us rapidly as his ca
passed along the pages of a story.
Just what might bo stricken out with-

out loss. H might bo a wold, a sen-

tence, a page; sometimes it would bi
98 per cent, of tho article.

Even when his sight so failed that
he was unable to read copy continu-
ously. Dr. Wood performed the re.
marknblc feat of condensing throucn
a reader. Willis Holly read copy ta
him for month, six hours a night.
Holly might read three pages without
Interruption, while Wood sat as silent
ns If he were asleep. Then -

"Throw out the introduction down
to the middle of the second page, begin
with 'John Elliott killed,' and cut H off

at 'arrested him.' " ,
Joseph C Hendrlx, who became a

memler of Congress and a bank presi-

dent, was a Sun cub reporter. Oni
night he was assigned to read copy ti
Dr. Wood. He picked up a sheet and

I began:
! "'The application of Mrs. Jane Smid
for divorco from her husband, Jo) n

' "Smith
"Out out 'her husband,' " said Wnl
"' who alleges cruelty,'" llrndnt

continued, "'in that he- - " Heio fi
reporter's writing was blurred, and
Hendrlx, who could not decipher It,

sulci "Damn ! "
"Cut out the 'damn.' " said Dr. W"oJ,

In keeping news down to tho l"-'-'

Wood was of remarkable value t" T s

Sun in those jenrs when Dana s'i"wed
that It was possible to tell reryth '
In four pages. New York was ',,
then nnd display ad ertlsln;; h .i not
come to bo n science. Tin: S s C"t
nlong nicely on Its circulation .ir "
newsdealers paid 1 cents f r e,i 1

copy. With the circulation rrf p'i
about $1,400 a day the mlver'i-m- g r"
crlpts were clear profit. Amos (' 'T-

imings had such a llerco disregard '
the feelings of mlertlsiTs th.it ofei
wihen a good piece of news i ,im a

late ho would throw out uihertisms '0
make room for it.

A Veteran Still In the Serrlce.

Another disk man of great vn' to

Cumniings In the first days of the ' x

Journalism that Dana was making '
AniiM 11. Stllliiian, n ninety p" i

from Connecticut, lie was u pew
per man In his native Slate in'
civil war, and after Apixmiati
went lack to Connecticut. He w" i
The Si'N In n;o as telegraph i ' '
and stayed on the same desk f r r

five years. Even Charles A l'i
could not dislodge him.

One night P.iua '

Deacon, as Stlllmnn w.is ca'.od
the net evening Stlllmnn w.t- - '
desk, busily handling the despa
from Albany.

"Didn't you understand what I ki:J

last night?" Inquired Dam. "I f'J
you you were dismissed, to tako ef!et
Immediately "

"I henrd what ynu said," rej'M
Deacon Stlllman, "but I'm not c.n:r.t.
I like it too well here!"
(To bt continued in next Sunday'

m


